
Protecting Children from Sexual Exploitation 
by Voluntourists in South-East Asia



Protecting Children 

Are You Thinking Like A Criminal?



What is your preferred destination? 



In which sector will you volunteer?



What are your key considerations? 
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• Children are more vulnerable.

• Offenders are increasingly utilising online tools.

• Number of physical offenders is increasing again.

• Offenders are embedding themselves as volunteers in local 
NGOs, schools, and community development programs.

Has the situation of child sexual exploitation in tourism changed in your country since COVID?

78%  
YES



• Training for police diminished during COVID.

• Traveller numbers are returning to pre-COVID rates.

• Voluntourism opportunities are expanding.

• Demand for in-person exploitation is fuelled by online access.

What is your opinion about the risk to children from foreign travellers in your country?

67%  
RISK IS 
HIGHER



Offenders are utilising legitimate organisations to access children.
• Voluntourism in organisations working with vulnerable children.

• Engaging in long-term grooming through local NGOs.

Offenders have turned to online opportunities.

• Online grooming.

• Live streaming child sexual exploitation materials (CSEM).

• Demand primarily from the US, UK, Australia, Canada and Europe.

Has there been a change in the modus operandi of foreign child sex offenders in your country since 
borders reopened after COVID?

67%  
YES



Voluntourism is significantly under-regulated and under the radar.

• Offenders are known to utilise voluntourism as a guise for grooming.

• There is an absence of police engagement with the volunteer sector.

• The voluntourism sector is not yet sufficiently equipped for prevention.

Do the police work closely with the voluntourism sector in your country?

78%  
NO or 

NOT YET



Police are only called when abuse is suspected.

• However, police wish to shift from a reactive to proactive approach.

• Police wish to work in partnership with the voluntourism sector to tighten 
child protection measures, including:

• Introducing regulations for voluntourism.

• Requiring pre-arrival police checks.

• Coordinating with local agencies to establish voluntourism standards.

Has your police agency been involved in any potential cases of exploitation 
relating to voluntourism in your country?

56%  
YES

















1. Regulation and Oversight: Governments and organizations to collaborate to establish 
and enforce regulations to safeguard children involved in voluntourism projects.

2. Educational Programs: Initiatives to educate both volunteers and local communities 
about child protection issues can help foster awareness and prevent potential risks.

3. Community Empowerment: Involving local communities in decision-making processes 
and ensuring their active participation can contribute to sustainable and culturally 
sensitive voluntourism initiatives.

4. Background Checks and Screening: Implementing thorough background checks for 
volunteers, including vetting organisations they are associated with, is crucial to 
identifying potential risks to children.

What are the best practices for child protection in voluntourism?



How can we strengthen child protection in voluntourism?
What part can you or your agency play?



Immigration – Committing to Protect Children’s Rights in Tourism



Training Frontline Officers



Advance Passenger Information



Airport Turnarounds



What can we do?



Thanks for your commitment to protect children from sexual 
exploitation in tourism and voluntourism.
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